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The doctoral studies provided within the IPhiG aim (1) to train students in the development and communication of their thesis; (2) to integrate them into the IPhiG community; (3) to exercise them in the organisation of scientific events; (4) to prepare them for the final defence of their work.
They consist of four elements.

1. The Doctoral Seminar
This takes place at least four times per year and brings together PhD students and lecturers, as well as any Master 2 students from the Department of Philosophy who wish to attend, in order to introduce them to the world of research and to strengthen the relationships between teaching and research. It is chaired by the Director and/or Assistant Director of the IPhiG. It lasts for 2 to 3 hours.

It is mainly intended for PhD students, to enable them to practice communicating their work, and receive comments in the process. Thus, at each session a PhD student (of at least one year’s seniority) presents an overview of his/her thesis; this presentation gives rise to discussion; the presence of the supervisor of the individual presenting his/her thesis is highly recommended.

The seminar is also an opportunity for methodological updates (at the students’ request), and for providing various sorts of information: information relating to the additional courses provided by the Grenoble Doctoral College and to professional post-thesis opportunities, and more generally to the postdoctoral period (external speakers may be invited for this), calls for contributions which may be of interest to the students, etc.

2. The Doctoral Day

This takes place over a half-day, once a year during the spring; it brings together all the members of the research unit, as well as Master 2 students who wish to attend.

It is an opportunity for first-year PhD students to make an initial public presentation of their thesis subject and to become better acquainted with other members of the research unit. The Doctoral Day thus fulfils the function of integrating newcomers, but it is also convivial and strengthens the community formed by members of the IPhiG.

3. Pre-defence sessions

These are held on an irregular basis, according to IPhiG PhD students’ thesis completion schedules. Besides the PhD student who is to defend his/her thesis, they bring together the thesis supervisor concerned, any external members whose presence is relevant to the thesis being defended, as well as members of the IPhiG who wish to attend.

These sessions fulfil a preparatory function at the particular and intense stage of the thesis defence.

4. The PhD students’ Symposium

This annual event is organised by IPhiG PhD students, with help from lecturers based in Grenoble if their presence is requested. The presence of all the members of the IPhiG is greatly appreciated.

This symposium offers IPhiG PhD students training in the organisation of scientific events, since it is up to them to choose the symposium’s theme, write the scientific argument, organise and direct the discussions, and also to handle the logistics associated with such events. This symposium also offers them the opportunity to present and discuss their work. Invitations are extended to PhD students outside the IPhiG, particularly those working in other research centres in the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Region (Clermont-Ferrand and Lyon), with the aim of strengthening links and collaborations between PhD students from sites which are relatively close to each other.

